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02/11/09 - Hubbard West 
 

I. Call to Order (8:30pm - 
 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. President’s Welcome 

 
IV. Approval of the Minutes 

 
V. Public Comment Time - 8:35pm)  

 
VI. Committee Reports (8:35pm - 8:45pm) 

a. BSG Affairs Committee 
b. Student Activities Funding Committee 
c. Student Affairs Committee 
d. Student Organizations Oversight Committee 
e. Academic Affairs Committee 
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b. Campus Conversation Question Prep (9:15pm-9:20pm) 

 
IX. Member Reports (9:20pm- 

a. Class Representatives 
b. IHC Representatives 
c. A-Board Representative 
d. Athletics Representative 

 
X. President’s Report - 9:30pm) 

 
XI. Adjournment 
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Bowdoin Student Government  
  
BOWDOIN COLLEGE  
Meeting of the Bowdoin Student Government  
4 February 2009  
  
I. Call to Order at 8:34 pm. 
  
II. Roll Call: Justin, Greg, and Luke are absent. 
  
III. President’s Welcome: Tonight’s meeting we are joined by Allen Delong who 
will be here for the semester (yay, applause). He is here to be a resource and help us 
communicate with the community. Also Emma Nathaniel is our new secretary. You 
might also know her because she is the 2012 treasurer. (She’s busy.) Otherwise, I’m 
taking this from my report and I forgot to say it last week: you may remember at the 
last meeting of last semester, we filled out our evals. I went over them over break 
and with the exec board and looked at your comments. I would like to happily let 
you know that most think your time is used well. That’s great. The exec team talked 
about changes. On majority, people’s biggest complaint/suggestion to improve is that 
people don’t listen to each other and repeat each other. I say this every week, but 
you guys have to not repeat and do listen. Also calls for the vps and other convo 
leaders to cut off people who are repeating what’s already been said. You should all 
be encourage to express you ideas, but if things are getting really repetitive, you can 
expect to be cut off. But that shouldn’t discourage you from talking. If anyone has 
questions about the evals, you can come talk to me and I’ll show you the write up I 
made. So, please listen to each other, be respectful, and let’s have a productive 
meeting. 
  
IV. Approval of the Minutes: Some question about the word “subsequent” on page 
5. Kristen says it should say “previous.” Emma explains it should say “subsequent.” 
Minutes are approved unanimously.  
  
V. Public Comment Time: no public comment. 
  
VI. Committee Reports:  
a. BSG Affairs Committee: John says- we finalized the newsletter, so that should be 
going to the copy center tomorrow morning. They should be in mailboxes by Friday, 
but maybe next week because sometimes they don’t stuff on Fridays. It includes 
summaries of what we’ve been doing. Our services are on the front page. There’s a 
coupon for 50% off nalgenes, which we’ll vote on tonight. 
b. Student Activities Funding Committee: Ugo- good. No “surplus” (it’s a lie). We 
had an info session last night- 50% of treasurers showed up (as expected). 
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c. Student Affairs Committee: Carly- same issues we’ve been working on- social 
issues exhibit. 
d. Student Organizations Oversight Committee: Hannah- we’re working on bringing 
back leadership development series. There will potentially be a certificate program- 
4 sessions that end with a lunch. This will be between spring break and ivies- it fits 
perfectly. We’re going to try to lock down speakers. 
e. Academic Affairs Committee: Sam- we’ve been talking about campus convos- the 
first is a week from Friday- its topic will be sustainability. The next is 2 weeks later 
(Feb 27). Every Friday after that until may is common hour, but maybe the first 
Friday of May we’ll have another campus conversation. We’ve also been talking 
about Arabic- we want to have a faculty get together to try to get faculty (who are 
interested in it) opinions about Arabic. 
f. Facilities Committee: Mike- not much going on. Brunswick taxi contract that we 
voted on last week is all set. All good. There is an 8-12 taxi on Thursday for free 
plus tip to bowling. We’re going to look at sustainability as a committee. 
  
VII. Old Business:  
a. Newsletter Coupon: John- this is on the last page of packet (p. 8). Thanks Mike 
for putting me in touch with Cindy. I met with her 2 days ago. They will discount 
20%, and we will do 30% (we were going to do 20%) because that (50%) will look 
like a better coupon. We pay them 30% of price. Then it’s half off for students. I put 
$1500 on here, which is a generous estimate. Nalgenes range from $10-30. There is 
no way it will ever exceed $1500. 

• Sam- why only Nalgenes? Could we do Siggs? Mike- the bookstore has lots of 
nalgenes, and Cindy says they couldn’t make money on Siggs. 

• Christian- is there room in the budget? John- this is coming out of the 
programming budget. We have about $3500 left. Hannah’s program and the 
social issues project will come out of this also. 

• Vote- unanimously approved. 
b. Trustee Forum: Sophia- last week, a number of you signed up to go to forum with 
trustees and YALP. Sam has the sign up sheet. It will go around again, you can now 
add your name. We wanted to talk about it now because we want to think about 
what kind of questions to ask. It is important to have thoughtful questions (not- how 
do you become a trustee? (in high voice)). Anyone have ideas? 

• Ian- is this where they approve next year’s budget? Sophia- they will look at 
budget, but it’s approved in May as far as I know. Ian- I’d be curious to hear 
the trustees’ opinions on the budget for next year. 

• Dan- do they have plans for the naval base? 
• Kris- has there ever been a student trustee?-A student who is a voting member 

of the trustee board. A lot of state schools have this. (Sophia’s friend at Illinois 
is on the board there.) 

• Branden- I heard something about tearing down the tower (shocked response 
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around the room)? What are the plans? 
• Sam- this is general, but- how much do the trustees feel they understand the 

student experience at Bowdoin? 
• Sophia- are there any issues we’ve talked about this year that you want their 

opinions on? 
• Mike- Arabic? 
• Lindsey- biggest strengths and weaknesses? 
• Dan- spring break training trips? 
• Ugo- development has been halted, but I want to know about infrastructure 

development for upperclassmen housing? 
• Kris- p.o.i. where is this? Sam- kranbar (various group members chime in with 

directions). Nametags and spaces are reserved. We’re breaking up into two 
groups. It’s very noticeable if you signed up and you won’t be there, so tell me 
if you can come. It’s tomorrow night at 8:15. Sophia- and try to look nice! 

  
VIII. New Business  
a. Coed housing arrangements: Carly- last year a few concerns had been raised about 
Reslife rules that students rooming together must be of the same sex. This can limit 
options and cause problems. Student affairs is going to revisit this topic. What are 
your opinions? Any big reasons for changing or keeping it? 

• Lindsey- do you know about what peer schools do? Carly- no, we’re going to 
look into it. 

• Branden- I went to a BQSA meeting at the beginning of the year and they were 
really talking about it. Kate Stern was involved. She knows what happened a 
few years ago. She had info about peer schools. Carly- do you have a personal 
opnion? Branden- I’m used to it how it is but I don’t really know enough info 
to make a full opinion. 

• Carly- if I have a bff who’s a guy and I think we’d be great living together, better 
than with my girl friends, we couldn’t live together. Also an issue for 
transgender students for may identify with a sex different than what the college 
says. There are lots of issues. 

• Mary- do you know current student interest? Carly- no, we’re working on it. 
That’s why we’re talking to you guys. 

• Dan- You can always live off campus. It’s an option you can pursue, even if it’s 
annoying, so I think this is not a big issue. 

• Anirudh- Branden says they tried and it failed. Branden- it was 6 or 7 years ago. 
• Nyle- having not explored the reasons for maintaining it, I would be all for 

changing it. It’s kind of lame that that option can’t be pursued. If the reason 
it’s not allowed is because of sexuality, then that’s very heteronormative. 

• Ugo- just want to say that because it once failed, doesn’t mean it would fail now. 
Then, Reslife had just reinvented itself. Reslife is now still reinventing itself. 
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For example, it is going to encourage juniors and seniors to go back to social 
houses. 

• Christian- what are the actual rules now? Dan- girls and guys just can’t be in the 
same room. Carly- we’re not saying that people would HAVE to live with 
opposite sex, just that they CAN. 

• Jack- with the ability to live off campus and other chances to live in places like 
the tower (where girls/guys can be together but not in same bedroom), I don’t 
see the need. Carly- we’re talking about potentially for fresh year and soph 
year. 

• Rasha’- personal opnion- I’m for it. Pragmatically, let’s push for the 3rd floor 
bathroom in the library to be unisex. Sophia- let’s focus on housing. Rasha’- if 
there are already different sexes living together, can’t they room together 
without school noticing? (lots of mumblings of “yes”) Carly- this is more about 
setting a precedent. 

• Ian- the policy wouldn’t affect anyone except those who want to live together. 
• Lindsey- Let’s go for it. It’s an important symbolic decision. 
• John- As far as I know, the only reason against it is that people in a relationship 

can room together and then have problems. But I don’t know of anything 
stopping gay students from living together. So again, it’s a heteronormative 
standard. 

• Sam- the biggest concern I’ve heard is that it could be a hassle for Reslife. I 
don’t know what that would be exactly, but it seems that in trying to work out 
rooming arrangement and trying to legitimize it, it could be a big hassle to 
prevent couples from rooming together. What changes would Reslife have to 
make? 

• Lindsey- it’s a bad decision for couples to room together, but it’s not Reslife’s 
problem. Carly- I don’t know many couples who’d want to live in a dorm 
room together. 

• Branden- couples can live together now. 
• Kristen- there can be a double of girls and double of boys and they share 

common space. 
• Mary- incoming freshman, on top of adjusting to college life, would have 

trouble sharing living space with opposite sex. Carly- we’re not sure about 
freshman year. 

• Nyle- another thing about the whole couple thing- I know people who are 
engaged at Bowdoin, I don’t see where it’s our or the college’s position to 
make impositions on them. 

• Carly- if it’s determined that couples’ being together is the issue, maybe Reslife 
could have a clause about the reason for living together. They could limit it. 

• Dan- I know that Reslife makes exceptions for married couples on campus. 
• Sam- well that’s a great way around the system. (Hahaha.) 
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• John- A potential problem with the current system- some people spend every 
night in their significant other’s room, what about the other roomie 
(sympathetic murmurs). Quite the inconvenience. 

• Sophia- great comments. I see a general measure of support among the body.  
• Nyle- can we have Reslife people come in? Sophia- absolutely. This will be 

similar to how we made the J-board resolution. We’ll find out Bowdoin’s 
exact policy, look at peer schools, and identify our priorities. We’ll decide 
what can be changed and we’ll definitely invite or at least communicate with 
Reslife. Any more comments? No. Great, we’re ahead of schedule. 

  
IX. Member Reports  
a. Class Representatives  
2009- Caroline- Seadogs is set for tomorrow night. We’re planning senior week and 
logisitics. We’re talking about fund raising and what we’re going to do. 
2010- Sally- class energy card. There will probably be tables in Smith Union for it. 
We’re planning an event to pass out class gifts to kids who were abroad. 
2011- No one’s here. John- They did sweatpants and a slice in the union last night. It 
was successful and fun. Class community service day is coming up. [Someone]- how 
do you know this? John- I get emails. (Hahaha.) 

• Sophia- Along these lines, we’re going to clean out the activities office. 
• Ugo- can we put a due date on that. Sophia- yes. Hannah- yes. Ugo suggests 

throwing people’s stuff out. 
2012- Jack- we went and email out about t-shirt designs and we’re planning a formal 
dance. 
b. IHC Representatives: Lindsey- house info week is next week. We’re encouraging 
juniors and seniors to apply to change the social house culture. 
c. A-Board Representative – Luke isn’t here. John- Andrew Bird went very well! 
d. Athletics Representative: there’s a women’s basketball home game against Midd. 
Men and women’s squash all weekend. Stop by! 
  
X. President’s Report:  Nothing huge. Just the standard meetings. Also, I’ve now 
received two emails about BSG elections for next year. You guys should start 
thinking about it for yourself. It’s coming up soon. Spring break is in a month, and 
then elections are 3 weeks after that. Time to start thinking. And that’s all I have. 
  
XI. Adjournment: 9:10 pm. 
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Middlebury – similar system to ours  
•       First-year dorms are co-ed, not by room  
•       Upper classmen dorms are co-ed, not by room  
•       Social Houses and “Academic Houses” are co-ed, not by room  

Amherst  
•       All dorms and houses are co-ed, not by room  
•       They also offer single-sex floors for first-year and upperclassmen dorms  

Williams – similar system to ours  
•       All buildings are co-ed  
•       Suites are co-ed, but no co-ed rooms  

Colby  
"Co-Educational Living: Students of the opposite gender may live within the same 
living area if there are separate, lockable, sleeping areas for each of the students. 
 Rooms in which coed living is NOT permitted include, but is not limited to, one-
room doubles and one-room triples.  Rooms in which co-ed living is permitted 
includes singles within suites, Alfond apartments, and 2-room doubles in Heights in 
which there is a separate entrance for each part of the room and a locking door 
between the two sections.  2-room doubles without two separate entrances are not 
eligible for co-educational living." 
 
Harvard 
They allow co-educational housing to all students who identify as lgbtq--as in, they 
can live in one room together. Other than that, Harvard's policy is the same as ours 
and Colby's: separate spaces, lockable rooms, etc.  
 
Bates 
Have allowed coed  
 
Wesleyan 
Allows co-ed housing. 
 
Swarthmore 
Allows co-ed housing. 
 
Columbia 
Allows co-ed housing. 
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Co-ed housing on universities' agendas

JULIE STEINBERG

Wesleyan University does it. Dartmouth College just postponed it. Harvard University's student
government just passed a measure supporting it.

And with no clear consensus on the issue of co-ed housing, universities across the country are
wondering what should happen next.

Also known as gender-neutral housing, co-ed housing allows for students of different sexes to room
together. Penn instituted the practice earlier this academic year when it started allowing men and
women to live in suites together, though not in the same room.

And as the issue gains prominence around the country, universities are scrambling to come to a
consensus on some type of policy regarding the issue -- even if the policy is not to have one.

The issue of co-ed housing has been on the radar at Penn for the past few years, said Phil Nichols,
faculty director of College Houses and Academic Services.

"Nationwide, more and more schools are moving in that direction," he said.

Harvard's student government, for example, passed a measure Sunday that urges that men and
women be able to room together without first seeking approval from dorm administrators. The
measure will soon be taken to university administrators, according to Harvard junior Eric Kouskalis,
who serves on student government.

Schools such as Wesleyan, Swarthmore and Haverford colleges and Columbia University offer
gender-neutral housing as an option for every student, and the option may not be far behind for Penn.

Yale University doesn't offer the option, although a student organization called Alliance for Sensible
College Housing has repeatedly brought the issue before university officials without success.

Dartmouth, however, recently postponed plans for gender-neutral housing intended to be
implemented with the completion of new dorms this fall. The proposal was pushed back to the fall of
2007.

"Our initiative called for specific allocation of rooms to be gender neutral," Dartmouth junior and
Gay Straight Alliance co-Chair Tim Andreadis said. "We recognize that transgender students may
feel more comfortable with gender-neutral housing."

Though the initiative failed, the reason may not be possible social stigma surrounding transgender
issues but rather to a shortage of on-campus housing.

"We are in the midst of a housing crisis," Dartmouth Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Director
Programming Director Pam Misener said. "There's an urgency to get these dorms filled, and we will
deal with specifics later."

Misener said, however, that she is confident co-ed housing "will happen at some point."

Co-ed housing on universities' agendas - News http://media.www.dailypennsylvanian.com/media/storage/paper882/news...
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